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TOUCHSMART PUBLISHING ANNOUNCES ITS EDUCATIONAL ADVISORY 
BOARD 
  
Renowned Educators and Publishers Join Board to Bridge the Digital Divide 
  
East Swanzey, NH. – November 26, 2005 – TouchSmart Publishing, a publisher of hybrid 
educational products that allow seamless connection of paper to digital content, announces the 
formation of the Company’s Educational Advisory Board (EAB).  With establishment of the 
EAB the Company takes another key step in its drive to becoming a leading provider of 
educational texts and supplements that enable students to access interactive, multimedia-based 
content through multiple formats.  
  
The TouchSmart Publishing EAB is comprised of leading educational and technology experts.  
Its role is to support the overall corporate development of TouchSmart Publishing and to offer 
advice and guidance on products for students. TouchSmart Publishing focuses the skills of these 
experts from different fields, both practitioner and philosopher, on delivering educational content 
to all students. 
 
According to Curt Cardine, President of TouchSmart Publishing, “Each of our members is 
student-centered and product-focused.  They are committed to the goal of connecting all students 
to digital content by providing books that serve to bridge the digital divide.  They are committed 
to making a difference in every student’s life and giving all an equal chance to learn and 
succeed.”    
 
Members are Leaders in their Fields 
Dr. Barry Berman an expert in the field of nuclear and radiation physics, Dr. Chet Haskell, a 
leader in higher education with national and international credentials.  Professor Anthony L. 
Johnson, a noted author and literary expert.  Ms. Sharon Johnson, an award winning urban 
elementary and high school principal known for changing school cultures from accepting 
mediocrity to expecting excellence.  Dr. Heather Ruland Staines, a publishing professional with 
a background in history and Japanese culture and Dr. Steven Sumner, who brings a rich 
background of primary, secondary and collegiate level work in education to his work as senior 
editor for TouchSmart Publishing. 
 
The TouchSmart Publishing Educational Advisory Board:  
  
Barry Berman, Ph.D.  
Professor Berman’s professional contributions are both broad and deep.  Although he is best 
known for his systematic studies of photonuclear reactions, especially photodisintegration of 
light nuclei (at both low and high energies), photo-fission of the actinides (ditto), and delineation 
of the giant dipole resonance across the periodic table, he has performed extensive research in 
other areas as well.  Some of these are:  nuclear astrophysics (the age of the Universe, the 
exposure age and burial depth of moon rocks, and the source of neutrons in stars); coherent 
radiation (coherent bremsstrahlung, transition radiation, and the discovery of channeling 



 

 

radiation, for which he won a prize); and radiobiology (characterization of radiation damage in 
DNA).  More recently, he has applied his knowledge of nuclear and radiation physics to 
problems in nuclear nonproliferation (photo-fission of HEU), explosives detection (by 
resonance-gamma absorption), missile defense (boost-phase interception), and homeland security 
(nuclear and radiological threats), bringing a balanced and critical view to the government 
department responsible for each.  In addition, he has pioneered new teaching methods in science 
education, emphasizing clarity in communication, both oral and written, and has supervised the 
Ph.D. research of his students in several of the above areas, both pure and applied. 
 
  
Chet Haskell, DPA 
Dr. Haskell is the President of Cogswell College in Sunnyvale, California, a leading 
undergraduate institution working at the intersection of the digital arts and engineering. He has 
more than 27 years of experience in higher education administration. Prior to coming to 
Cogswell, he was President of the Monterey Institute of International Studies in Monterey, 
California. Monterey is the premier institution in the U.S. for the use of languages in preparation 
for international careers, as well as being a national leader in TESOL. He also served as Dean of 
the College at Simmons College in Boston, and in several senior positions at Harvard University. 
At Harvard, he was Associate Dean of the John F. Kennedy School of Government, special 
assistant to the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Executive Director of the Center for 
International Affairs, and Executive Director of the Harvard Academy for International and Area 
Studies. He also served as Associate Director of the University of Southern California’s 
Washington Public Affairs Center.  Dr. Haskell has broad-ranging experience, having been 
responsible at one time or another for virtually every aspect of higher education, including 
faculty, curriculum, and academic programs at the BA and MA levels, research programs, 
recruiting, finances, student affairs, fundraising, and alumni affairs. He has particular expertise in 
international higher education, having worked extensively in Spain, throughout the much of the 
rest of Western Europe, Mexico, Latin America, China, Taiwan, and Japan. Dr. Haskell is a 
graduate of the University of Southern California (DPA and MPA), the University of Virginia 
(MA) and Harvard University (AB). 
 
  
Ms. Sharon D. Johnson 
Sharon D. Johnson is one of Cincinnati, Ohio’s dynamic leaders in education. Currently she is 
principal of Withrow University High School. Withrow University High School is specifically 
focused on preparing inner city students for a college education. Before coming to Withrow 
University High School, Ms. Johnson was the principal of Parham Elementary School. Parham 
had been one of the district’s lowest performing schools. Through her leadership and vision 
Parham was transformed into an “Achieving School” in the State of Ohio and it earned the 
district’s “Incentive Award for Academic Achievement” for three consecutive years. Ohio’s 
Governor Bob Taft recognized her efforts and her leadership with a $25,000 award to Parham. In 
addition, Governor Taft invited her to speak to the state governors at the National Governor’s 
Conference in Washington, D.C. Her growing notoriety as an educator led Secretary Paige of the 
United States Department of Education to request that she participate in Town Hall Meetings in 
Washington, DC.  She has also participated in various research evaluations of President Bush’s 
“No Child Left Behind” initiative.  Sharon Johnson’s philosophy of education promotes the 
development of the whole child. Her considerable talent is concentrated on the effort to move 
staff, students, and school from “excuses to excellence.”  She creates vibrant learning 
environments that enable each student to become a positive and productive citizen while 



 

 

achieving academic excellence.  She uses every means at her disposal to create and encourage a 
strong and dedicated staff, dedicated to students and to excellence. —“No excuses!”   
  
Professor Anthony L. Johnson  
Professor Johnson was a winner of a British government scholarship for postgraduate studies in 
philosophy, 1960-62, and he was awarded the British Council scholarship in philosophy, Scuola 
Normale Superiore, Pisa, 1963. Dr. Johnson was a correspondent in Italy of Times Educational 
Supplement and Times Literary Supplement, 1969-76. He was a winner of Chair Professorship in 
English Language and Literature, University of Florence, 1982. He was also awarded the Chair 
Professorship in English Language and Literature, University of Pisa, 1983. He is a charter 
member of joint research project between the Istituto Leonardo Pisano and the CNUCE 
Computer Sciences Institute of the Italian National Research Council in Pisa and in Cagliari, 
2000.  Professor Johnson authored monographs on T.S. Eliot, W.B. Yeats, Peter Russell and 
Shakespearean tragedy, and of full-length commentaries, in Italian, on collections of poetry by 
Yeats (The Wild Swans at Coole [1989], The Tower [1984], The Winding Stair [2000], New 
Poems and Last Poems [2004]: as well as text-by-text commentaries on all Yeats's collections of 
poetry (Mondadori, Milan, 2005). 
  
Heather Ruland Staines, Ph.D.  
Dr. Ruland Staines is Editorial Director for Praeger Security International, a print and electronic 
imprint of the Greenwood Publishing Group. She has served as acquiring editor for academic 
and trade titles in history, international security, and military affairs since 1997. She is a frequent 
speaker on publishing panels on topics ranging from "How to get Published" to "Careers in 
Publishing." Prior to her work publishing, she held a post-doctoral fellowship at Yale University, 
where she completed her Ph.D. in history in 1995. As part of her academic training, she was 
fortunate to be able to instruct and mentor undergraduates on a wide-range of historical topics. 
She recently participated as faculty co-leader for a semester-long student exchange trip to 
Morioka, Japan, as part of an Earlham College program. 
  
St ev en Sumner, Ph.D.  
 Dr. Sumner, Associate Editor and Senior Grant Writer for TouchSmart Publishing, and Adjunct 
Associate Professor at Pace University. With an interest in educational technology for over three 
decades, Steve has served as an elementary teacher, an elementary school principal in New York, 
and as vice-president of marketing for Krell Educational Software. He teaches a grant-writing 
workshop at Mercer County Community College. He has been a Fellow at the Institute of 
Administrative Research at Teachers College, Columbia University and for many years served 
on the Board of Directors of the Brandeis University Alumni Association. Steve has a B. A. in 
history, an M. S. in elementary education and an Ed. D. in School Administration. 
 
 About TouchSmart Publishing 
TouchSmart Publishing is a high-tech publishing company with offices in Cincinnati, OH and 
Swanzey, NH. The Company's mission is to create and distribute exciting and easy-to-use 
interactive printed books and educational supplements that connect to digital content.  Its hybrid 
books enable readers to touch normally printed pages and retrieve digital content for display on a 
Mac or PC, thereby bridging the digital divide for students, regardless of learning style, special 
needs or socioeconomic position. TouchSmart seeks, through its products, to help teachers, 
administrators and parents assist students in accessing learning content that meets the mandates of 
IDEA, Section 504, NCLB, and NIMAS. For more information, please visit the TouchSmart 
Publishing web site at www.touchsmart.net 
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TouchSmart Publishing, LLC 
Tele 603.209.0009 
info@touchsmart.net 
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